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1. In Estonia the partisan movement "Skogebriderna® ("Brothers in Arms") has an _ 
estimated membership of 10,000, which appears to bo increasing regardless of 
losses from time to time. Lesdera of the groups are former officers who 
served in the Garman Army or Defense Corps. The movement operates in mel) 
groups consisting of e1x to eight men or more, the most powerful of which 
are located in the wooded section of the Pirna and Voru areas. The hope of 
a war betwaen the Soviet Union end the Western powers ie the main propelling 
force behind their activity (which is regarded by officials as a hindrance 
to Commmnisem in Estonia). 


2, gn addition to the Skogebréderna, hiding in the woods are also b@ads of 
Sstonian army deserters who refused to Might against the Germans. In the 
vicinity of Aegvadu (Yoru) are other partisan groups compesed of Germans who 
escaped from Russian POW campn end deserters from the Bnssisn army, Various 
other uniformed undesirable and criminal alenente, whose plunderings sre 
always credited to the SkogabrSderna, are also hiding in the wods. 


3. Sinee the fall of 1945 the Russians have attempted te contact these partisans, 
promising pardons for their previous activities, It hae been noted that thore 
wic gave themselves up soon dieappeared, ‘There has not been any special drive. 
against the movement as a vhole, but only in special communities vhere their 
activities are known. As a rule eaptured SkogsbrSdernea have received eentenceg 
of fifteen years of hard lnbor, and civiliane who withheld information regardi 
the movement have received sentences of sight years. The Russians have re- 
strained from giving any death sentences to medbers of these groups. 
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